
April 7, 2006 -- News Release on Transition 
 

Vermilion Parish Makes Another Step in Hurricane Recovery 

 
Metairie, La. – Today, environmental responders and Vermilion Parish Police 

Jury President _Mark ??_ announced that the Parish is ready to resume normal operations 
for hazardous waste collection.  On March 1, 2006, a public notice was published 
announcing that household hazardous waste (HHW) and orphan container retrieval was 
coming to an end.  Since Hurricane Katrina/Rita, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, U.S. Coast Guard and Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality have 
been collecting and properly disposing of hazardous materials. 
 
 “The last few weeks have been very busy for us,” said _EPA On Scene 
Coordinator Eric Nold.  “So far, we’ve collected 2.3 million pounds of waste in southern 
Louisiana, _______ pounds of it in Vermilion Parish alone.  We’ve made one last sweep 
of the area to make sure we’ve collected all the hazardous materials we targeted, now 
we’re handing the reins back to the Parish.” 
 
 --- Parish President quote if appropriate ---  
 
 The EPA, DEQ and U.S. Coast Guard are working together in a Unified 
Command to address hazardous materials and oil spills resulting from Hurricane Katrina 
or Rita under an interagency agreement with the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency.   
 

The Unified Command has collected more than 2.3 million containers, extracted 
Freon® from more than 286,000 white goods (such as refrigerators, freezers and air 
conditioners) and collected more than 336,000 pieces of electronic waste (such as TVs, 
computers and microwaves). Recovered materials from these operations are recycled to 
the extent possible.  
 

Residents may still contact EPA at 1(800)401-1327 to report hazardous materials.  
If needed, the Unified Command responders may return to address newly discovered 
hazards. 
 

For more information about the hurricane response efforts, please visit 
http://www.epa.gov/katrina/ or http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/. 
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